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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . Claims 10-16 and 19-20 were withdrawn, and claims 21-27 were canceled in the 
amendment paper no. 7 (dated 05/07/04). Pending claims are now claims 1-9 and 17-18. 

Response to Arguments & Priority 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 and 17-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The Examiner acknowledges the priority date is 
now at October 6 5 1 999 as claimed in the remarks/argument dated 09/20/04. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-9 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wistendahl et al. (US Patent 6,496, 981 Bl in view of Hooper et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,442,390). 

Regarding claim 1, Wistendahl discloses "a method for providing configurable access to 
media in a media-on-demand system comprising the steps of: delivering the media to a first 
client device through a first communications lin k wherein said first client device is associated 
with a first user ; recording a bookmark specifying a position in the media; and delivering the 
media to a second client device through a second communications link, said delivery to said 
second client device beginning at said position specified by said recorded bookmark wherein 
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said second client device also is associated with said first user ", i.e., as illustrated in Figure 4 and 
Figs. 7A & 7B, a first user of the interactive system associated with a first client device 32 (a set 
top box) can access to video-on-demand system or server (Fig. 3) by using an user input or 
pointer at 36 and/or 42, wherein the viewing device is a television, and the user can pause a 
viewing program by using bookmarking feature, for instance, hotspots detection and storing (Fig. 
4 & col. 5/lines 25-50 & col. 15/lines 25-38), and the second client device (a personal video 
recorder, or VCR-like devices, col. 16/line 42 to col. 17/line 42) via a second communication 
link later helps the user to resume at the point where the user has not finished viewing the 
program or the first content, wherein the second client device is associated with the same first 
user (see col. 1 1/line 65 to col. 12/line 50 as key frames are used for identifying a specific 
location of stream if the user prefer to start at any particular location, and col. 16/line 42 to col. 
17/line 42 for pausing or VCR-like functions in video on demand systems). 

Wistendahl does not clearly show the step of resuming at the marked program or media 
with the use of a second device (as argued by applicants); however, Hooper clearly shows that 
the user device 12 connected to the set top box 1 1 can be a television, a VCR, a PC or a work 
station (Hooper, Figs. 1 & 12, and col. 3/lines 31-58). Therefore, as suggested by Wistendahl 
(col. 16/line 67 to col. 17/line 28 for later viewing or use) as well as Hooper (col. 3/lines 31-46 
for pausing, resume, jump backward or forward, through the use of network 30), the user of 
viewing device 12 can be at anywhere, using any viewing device via the network for resuming 
the playing of the media or program that he/she pauses earlier, wherein the media is marked as 
segments with pointers as identifiers for later retrieving (Hooper, col. 1 1/line 5-col. 12/line 51 
for further details). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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modify Wistendahl's system with Wistendahl's suggesting technique in marking the media 
during the pausing of the media, then later retrieving for viewing by using another device as 
clearly taught by Hooper. 

As for claims 2 and 18, in view of claim 1 above, Wistendahl does not further mention 
the steps of identifying the devices; however, in a same environment of providing on-demand 
services to users, Hooper discloses "further comprising the steps of identifying device properties 
for each of said first and second client devices; and, delivering the media to said first and second 
client devices through said respectively established first and second communications links, the 
media delivered in a format compatible with said identified device properties", i.e., a 
configuration process including customer's information and the configuration of their device is 
performed for identifying a particular viewer and their associated device at their location on how 
to communicate to them (Hooper, Fig. 4/step 420, and col 8/lines 4-22). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Wistendahl's technique with well-known identifying technique as taught by Hooper in 
order to ensure the service to deliver to subscribed customers to avoid fraudulent activities. 

As for claim 3, in further view of claim 2 above, both Wistendahl and Hooper further 
discloses "wherein the media is stored in a media-on-demand server (MODS) and delivered to 
said first and said second client devices via said first and said second communications link 
respectively", i.e., a media on-demand server for delivering video-on-demand (Wistendahl, Fig. 
3, col. 7/lines 28-52 for video on demand addressed), and media is stored on media-on-demand 
server or VOS system 20 and delivered to the CPE 10 at different locations via corresponding 
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links (Hooper, Fig. 1 with arrows for links, i.e.,, twisted pair of wires, coaxial cables, fiber optic 
cables, micro-wave or satellite links, col. 3/lines 1-25). 

As for claim 4, in further view of claim 3 above, Hooper further discloses "wherein said 
step of delivering the media to said first client device via said first communications link, 
comprises receiving the media from said MODS in an intermediate server; in said intermediate 
server, converting the media to a format compatible with said identified device properties of said 
first client device; and delivering said converted media to said first client device via said first 
communications link", i.e., the media is delivered via a first communications link to a first client 
device via an intermediate server as an interface box converter 1 1, this server converts the 
receiving media to a compatible format to the client device, for instance, HDTV to a television 
(Fig. 12, and col. 14/lines 4-54). 

As for claim 5, in further view of claim 3 above, Hooper discloses "wherein said step of 
delivering the media to a second client device via said second communications link, comprises: 
receiving the media in an intermediate server from said MODS; in said intermediate server, 
converting the media to a format compatible with said identified device properties of said second 
client device; and delivering said converted media to said second client device via said second 
communications link", i.e., the media is delivered via a second communications link to a second 
client device via an intermediate server as an interface box converter 11, this server converts the 
receiving media to a compatible format to the client device, for instance, signals to a monitor of a 
personal computer PC (Fig. 12, and col. 14/lines 4-54). 
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As for claim 6, in further view of claim 3 above, Hooper discloses further "comprising: 
storing the media in selected ones of a plurality of media-on-demand servers, each MODS in said 
plurality of media-on-demand servers storing the media in at least one format compatible with a 
selected device type; selecting a MODS for delivering the media to said first client device, said 
selected MODS having stored thereon the media in a format compatible with said first client 
device; and delivering from said selected MODS the media in a format compatible with said first 
client device", i.e., a library server 23 with a juke box 41 serves as a stored media for clients in 
selecting programs and each server stores media with compatible formats to the client device 
with different ports to different networks (Fig. 2, and col. 4/lines 18-53). 

As for claim 7, in further view of claim 6 above, Hooper further discloses "wherein said 
selecting step further comprises: determining if a MODS is available for delivering the media to 
said first client device in a format compatible with said first client device; if it is determined that 
a MODS is not available for delivering the media to said first client device in a format 
compatible with said first client device, selecting a MODS for delivering the media to said first 
client device, said selected MODS containing the media in a standard format, and converting the 
media in said standard format to a format compatible with said first client device", i.e., a 
configuration process is performed for providing appropriate type of broadcasting program if 
available, if not, an alternative choice such as creating a broadcast stream (col. 7/lines 25-37), as 
a standard format, to the client device (col. 8/lines 13-53), and then the broadcast stream is being 
converted at the interface converter as in claim 5 above. 
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As for claims 8 and 9, in further view of claim 3 above, Hooper further discloses "further 
comprising: storing the media in selected ones of a plurality of media-on-demand servers, each 
MODS in said plurality of media-on-demand servers storing the media in at least one format 
compatible with a selected device type; selecting a MODS for delivering the media to said 
second client device, said selected MODS having stored thereon the media in a format 
compatible with said second client device; and delivering from said selected MODS the media in 
a format compatible with said second client device" and "wherein said selecting step further 
comprises: determining if a MODS is available for delivering the media to said second client 
device in a format compatible with said second client device; if it is determined that a MODS is 
not available for delivering the media to said second client device in a format compatible with 
said second client device, selecting a MODS for delivering the media to said second client 
device, said selected MODS containing the media in a standard format, and converting the media 
in said standard format to a format compatible with said second client device", i.e., a 
configuration process is performed for providing appropriate type of broadcasting program if 
available, if not, an alternative choice such as creating a broadcast stream (col. 7/lines 25-37), as 
a standard format, to the client device (col. 8/lines' 13-53), and then the broadcast stream is being 
converted at the interface converter as in claims 4-5 above, whether a second device is a HDTV 
television or a PC. 

Regarding claim 17, Wistendahl discloses "a method for providing configurable access to 
media in a media-on-demand system comprising: delivering the media to a first client device in a 
format compatible with said first client device, wherein said first client device is associated with 
a first user ; interrupting said delivery of said media; recording a bookmark specifying a position 
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in the media when said interruption occurred; and resuming delivery of the media to a second 
client device, said resumed delivery beginning at a position in the media specified by said 
recorded bookmark, wherein said second client device also is associated with said first user"; 
i.e., as illustrated in Figure 4 and Figs. 7A & 7B, a first user of the interactive system associated 
with a first client device 32 (a set top box) can access to video-on-demand system or server (Fig. 
3) by using an user input or pointer at 36 and/or 42, wherein the viewing device is a television, 
and the user can pause a viewing program by using bookmarking feature, for instance, hotspots 
detection and storing (Fig. 4 & col. 5/lines 25-50 & col 15/lines 25-38), and the second client 
device (a personal video recorder, or VCR-like devices, col. 16/line 42 to col. 17/line 42) via a 
second communication link later helps the user to resume at the point where the user hasn't 
finished viewing the program or the first content, wherein the second client device is associated 
with the same first user (see col. 1 1/line 65 to col. 12/line 50 as key frames are used for 
identifying a specific location of stream if the user prefer to start at any particular location, and 
col. 16/line 42 to col. 17/line 42 for pausing or VCR-like functions in video on demand systems). 

Wistendahl does not clearly show the step of resuming at the marked program or media 
with the use of a second device (as argued by applicants); however, Hooper clearly shows that 
the user device 12 connected to the set top box 1 1 can be a television, a VCR, a PC or a work 
station (Hooper, Figs. 1 & 12, and col. 3/lines 31-58). Therefore, as suggested by Wistendahl 
(col. 16/line 67 to col. 17/line 28 for later viewing or use) as well as Hooper (col. 3/lines 3 1-46 
for pausing, resume, jump backward or forward, through the use of network 30), the user of 
viewing device 12 can be at anywhere, using any viewing device via the network for resuming 
the playing of the media or program that he/she pauses earlier, wherein the media is marked as 
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segments with pointers as identifiers for later retrieving (Hooper, col. 1 1/line 5-col. 12/line 51 
for further details). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Wistendahl's system with WistendahFs suggesting technique in marking the media 
during the pausing of the media, then later retrieving for viewing by using another device as 
clearly taught by Hooper. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Wolf et al. (U.S. Pat. No.5,461,415) disclose a system and method of supporting pause-resume in 
video-on-demand service. 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 2023 1 
or faxed to PTO New Central Fax number: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand deliveries must 6e made to Customer Service Window, 
(Randolph (Building, 401 <butany Street, Alexandria, VJL 22314. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to "Krista" Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272-7291. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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